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TAX STRATEGIES: Can a Wealthy,
Investor Be Defrauded by His Lawyers?

Sophisticated

Authors:

by Katie E. Lasky
Jones Swanson spends a good bit of its commercial litigation group's energy focused
on a particular niche of litigation over tax strategies which have been found by the
Internal Revenue Service to have been abusive. No matter how many times we are
involved in these cases on behalf of those individuals who were sold the abusive tax
strategies, one question always arises from the defense bar: can wealthy, smart,
sophisticated people be defrauded by their lawyers?
Earlier this year, in a suit arising out of a nearly two decadesold tax strategy
transaction, New York's intermediate appellate court answered yes to that
question (Johnson v. Proskauer Rose LLP, 2015 NY Slip Op 03626 (April 30, 2015)).
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On April 17, 2015 the Department of Transportation (DOT) issued a series of
emergency orders designed to help improve the safety of transporting crude oil by rail.
In its news release announcing the new orders, the DOT stated, "Immediately slowing
trains to 40 mph, increasing inspections for wheels and related equipment, and having
access to information to fully and effectively respond to a derailment will either serve
to prevent accidents [or] mitigate the consequences of an accident should one occur."
Federal safety regulations, incorporating these orders and with the aim of making
moving oil by rail safer, were published on May 1, 2015.
The emergency orders and subsequent final regulations were issued in response to
the dramatic increase in the volume of crude oil being shipped by rail and the number
of disastrous derailments since 2010.
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Featured in Nola.com and The TimesPicayune
The Deepwater Horizon Settlement CourtSupervised Program continues to garner the
attention of the press. We encourage you to read the following articles, wherein
discussion is had of thousands of explosionrelated medical claims; the allowance of
jury trials for those medical claims; and claims administrator Patrick Juneau's takeover
from Louis Freeh of potential fraud examinations.
Related Articles:
BP oil spill: Medical claims count exceeds 37,500
BP oil spill: Judge Oks jury trials for medical lawsuits
BP oil spill claims administrator Patrick Juneau granted subpoena power to
track down fraud

Admiration of the Success of a Brave Lawyer Following
Through with a Difficult Lawsuit
The Story Behind 'The Legal Odds Are Shifting in the A.I.G. Case"
by Aaron Kessler, NYTimes.com
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Achieving what so many had given up on, Mr. David Boies turned around a case in
which he alleged that American International Group shareholders were shortchanged
by the government bailout of A.I.G. "Documents revealed during trial indicate that
more internal doubt existed than was previously known about whether the Fed was
crossing legal lines during its bailout of A.I.G. The picture the government tried to paint
in court of a clear need to act as the financial system teetered on collapse 
extraordinary times calling for extraordinary measures  became more muddled as the
trial continued." The case against the government was once considered a case with no
merit, but now, attorneys at Jones Swanson join the many who have praised Mr. Boies
for "turning around a case that had seemed a long shot into one that may be too close
to call." Congratulations to Mr. Boies, and we look forward to continuing to follow the
case through to its expected summer verdict.
For more on this case, visit The Legal Odds Are Shifting in the A.I.G. Case

Survival of the Fittest
by Elizabeth Olson, NYTimes.com
John Lennon said it best: "Life is what happens to you while you are busy making
other plans." The article titled "Burdened With Debt, Law School Graduates Struggle in
Job Market" delves into the reasons why law school graduates face such an uphill
battle on the job front. When you cross all your t's and dot all your i's, there is a certain
expectation that your life will follow the path towards success in the field in which you
studied. However, the economy has become a factor in causing many law school
graduates to explore other job opportunities; opportunities that do not require a law
license.
Considering the glut of lawrelated job opportunities, taking the bar might be one of the
easiest parts of postlaw school life. In Louisiana, the numbers remain strong for
students who pass the bar.

Louisiana Bar Exam Results: February 2015
School
Louisiana State University

Applicants
29

Pass

Fail

18 (62.07%) 11 (37.93%)

Jones Swanson's
Answer to John
Grisham?
Congratulations are in order
for Jones Swanson member
Tad Bartlett. Along with his
duties heading up the firm's
appellate practice, he has
recently completed another
degree, earning a Master of
Fine Arts in creative writing
from the University of New
Orleans, concentrating in
fiction. While Tad's legal
writing appears in courts
from the Civil District Court
of Orleans Parish on up to
the United States Supreme
Court, his stories and essays
have recently appeared in
magazines
from
The
Carolina Quarterly to The
Oxford American.

Loyola

64

45 (70.31%) 19 (29.69%)

Southern

96

57 (59.38%) 39 (40.62%)

Tulane

25

20 (80%)

Other

88

58 (65.91%) 30 (34.09%)

Total

302

198 (65.56%) 104 (34.44%)

5 (20%)

Finally, as for the opportunity to work in Louisiana, see: Louisiana ranked 7thbest for
business by Chief Executive magazine.

Jones Swanson Attorney Rose Murray
Handling 8th Amendment Case for Angola
Inmate
by Annie Ourso and Julie Hebert, featured in The Advocate
Kenny "Zulu" Whitmore, currently represented by Jones Swanson's very own Rose
Murray, claims that his current living accommodations in "closed cell restriction"
(solitary confinement) are a reflection of his political beliefs. Other than one other
inmate, Mr. Whitmore has served longer in solitary confinement than any other state
prisoner. Mr. Whitmore has filed a lawsuit against Warden Burl Cain and prison
officials claiming a violation of his 8th Amendment right against cruel and unusual
punishment. Mr. Whitmore is serving a life sentence and is a selfproclaimed member
of the Black Panther Party (the existence of which ended around 1980). Warden Cain
has said that he will not allow any supremacy groups in Angola's general prison
population. According to Cain, Mr. Whitmore is "stuck in the past," and if he showed
that he was changing, Cain "would let him out." Mr. Cain's evidence is based on phone
calls that are monitored, and he has never disclosed what "changes" Mr. Whitmore
would have to show in order to be granted release from solitary confinement.
To read the full story about Mr. Whitmore, visit Angola inmate argues that three
decades in solitary is unconstitutional punishment

Jones Swanson at
the ZooToDo
We at Jones, Swanson, Huddell & Garrison
would like to thank the Audubon Zoo for
hosting yet another great event! The Zooto
Do for Kids event supports Audubon Zoo,
and this year the proceeds went to benefit
the Sumatran orangutan's new location in the
Asian Domain. Despite the everchanging
New Orleans weather, even on the evening
of the event, more than 2,000 parents and
children attended the 27th annual ZooToDo for Kids, and its Toddler Area was
proudly sponsored by Jones, Swanson, Huddell & Garrison.
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Jones, Swanson, Huddell & Garrison, LLC, is a boutique litigation law firm based in New Orleans, with a second office in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana. The firm primarily handles complex commercial and environmental/property disputes. In those litigation
arenas, the firm has a strong nationwide presence, continues to represent many of Louisiana's and the Southeast's largest and
most active business entrepreneurs and landholders, and retains a sharp focus on the customized representation of smaller
businesses and individuals. Jones Swanson has served as lead counsel in New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, California,
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The Firm Line is a newsletter designed to inform our clients and friends about legal issues that may impact their lives and
businesses, developments at the firm, and other items of interest. Our intention is to keep the information we provide in this
newsletter concise. We welcome further discussion on the topics addressed herein, as well as ideas and suggestions as to
topics of interest that we could cover in future issues, and thoughts as to how we can deliver better, more insightful information
to our readership. Above all, we hope that The Firm Line proves interesting and noteworthy.
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