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In recent years, there has been a dramatic increase in the volume of crude oil
being shipped by rail from North Dakota's Bakken Shale to oil refineries
throughout the United States and Canada  and with that increase, several train
derailments resulting in oil spills or explosions. The worst of these occurred in
July 2013, when an unattended 74car freight train carrying crude oil from the
Bakken Shale derailed and exploded in LacMégantic, Quebec, destroying more
than 30 buildings, roughly half of the downtown area of the small town; killing 47
people; and releasing a large quantity of oil into the environment.

Read More

Jones Swanson Welcomes Attorney John T. Arnold
Jones, Swanson, Huddell & Garrison,
LLC is pleased to announce the
addition of attorney John T. Arnold to
the firm's environmental practice.
John represents various business and
property owners against the industry's
leading oil and gas operators. He has
worked with Jones Swanson on
matters since 2008 and will continue to
handle disputes and property damage
matters resulting from oil and gas
exploration and production.

Read More

BP's Change of Course Opened Way For $18.7
Billion Deal
Featured in theneworleansadvocate.com
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After giving up on its longrunning effort to oust the Lafayette
lawyer administering its multibilliondollar oil spill settlement program, BP
decided early this spring to try a different tack: burying the hatchet.
The facetoface meeting set the road map for the record $18.7 billion deal that
was unveiled July 2, according to interviews with Juneau and other lawyers
involved in the process.
For more information on the pending settlement, visit BPs change of course
opened way for $18.7 billion deal.

New Orleans Named Second Best City In America
By Travel + Leisure Readers
Featured in Bizneworleans.com and Travel + Leisure
At Jones Swanson, we appreciate the vibrant
culture, activities and diverse offerings that the
City of New Orleans offers to us and our visitors,
not to mention the food. We have long believed
that New Orleans is a wonderful place to live as
well as to visit, and our city continues to shine as
we embark on the 10th Anniversary of Hurricane
Katrina. We are proud to call New Orleans the
firm's headquarters, and as law practitioners, we
also appreciate that the people that we work
with from other parts of the country often jump at
the opportunity to come visit the city for a great
time. We were not surprised to find that New
Orleans has been ranked in the top two
American cities in the recent rankings by Travel
+ Leisure. Congratulations to the City of New
Orleans for this great honor!

The Face of
Environmental Law
Gladstone N. Jones, III is featured
as the Face of Environmental
Law
in
Louisiana
Life
Magazine,
highlighting
his
continued efforts in battling
the industrialization of South
Louisiana. Beyond his daily duties,
Glad works to empower Louisiana
students
through
various
publications, lectures, and by
serving on the Xavier University of
LA Board of Trustees.

Related Articles:
Biz New Orleans  Second Best City in America
Travel + Leisure  World's Best Cities: US and Canada

Hearing Examines FOIA Reform, and Whether the Act is an Effective Tool
by Kelly Swanson; Featured in Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press
The question of whether the federal Freedom of Information Act is an effective tool was hotly debated at a twoday hearing
held by the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee earlier this summer. Requesters answered emphatically
that the FOIA process is broken, but agency employees disagreed.
The hearing on Tuesday began with Sharyl Attkisson, a former CBS journalist, who called FOIA "a pointless, useless,
shadow of its intended self" that is "broken by design."
"In 2013, the Defense Department finally responded to a FOIA request I'd made in 2003. Too late to be of use for the news
story I was working on back then," Attkisson testified.
To learn more about this topic and read the full article, please see Hearing Examines FOIA Reform, and Whether the Act is
an Effective Tool.

Magna Carta: Leaders Celebrate 800th Anniversary of The Great Charter

Featured in theguardian.com
Eight centuries have come and gone, but the Magna Carta, or "The Great Charter", still remains as relevant as ever. Known
as the cornerstone of fundamental liberties, the Magna Carta represents a balance of power, and was a major catalyst for
the development and wellbeing of the relationship between government and the governed.
In June of this year, the Queen of England, the Prince of Wales, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, and hundreds of
other dignitaries met at a memorial erected by the American Bar Association 50 years ago in Runnymede, England, the site
of the sealing of the Magna Carta, to celebrate the Magna Carta's 800th anniversary. At that time, a new permanent public
artwork was unveiled  twelve burnished bronze chairs sculpted by Hew Locke, titled The Jurors. "It is inspired by clause
39, giving rights to trial by jury," Locke said of the work, which features references to the suffragettes, Mohandas Gandhi,
Nelson Mandela, the gay rights campaigner Harvey Milk, and Pakistani activist Malala Yousafzai's fight for education,
among others.

Related Articles:
Sculpture at Runnymede Celebrates Magna Carta's Blow Against Injustice
Magna Carta: Leaders Celebrate 800th Anniversary of the Great Charter

SOCO Oil Company Paid Large Sums to Officer in Congo,
Activists Say
Featured in NYTimes.com; Summary by Lynn Swanson
At Jones Swanson, we often assist clients in sorting out what's left after longtime oil and gas
activities have been allowed to proceed virtually unchecked. Experience in other countries shows
these companies will often push the limits far beyond what is acceptable. However, gaining access
to documents and increasing transparency is always a key to begin addressing these issues.
Virunga National Park, known for its unique stance in being closed to all human activity not associated with scientific
study, is Africa's latest victim of oil exploration. Reports evidence a campaign of intimidation and coercion against nearby
residents who are opposed to drilling for oil in the park. In true political form, Roger Cagle, the deputy chief executive
director of the oil company SOCO International claims the predicament is out of his hands, stating "We can't tell the army to
go and kiss off."
Documents recently obtained by the advocacy group Global Witness, shone light on SOCO and the alleged tens of
thousands of dollars paid to a Congolese Army officer who has been accused of leading a brutal campaign against those
objecting to the company's oil exploration in the nature reserve. The monetary gain for Maj. Burimba Feruzi, the officer in
question, is the equivalent of 30 years of salary for the army officer. Global Witness believes this could be only the tip of the
iceberg.
SOCO claims these payments were made in response to the request of a security escort and were in no way improper or
connected with alleged acts of intimidation or violence. SOCO has since claimed to cease all efforts to explore for oil in the
National Park.
Joanna Natasegara, the producer of Virunga, said that the newly released documents show that there are still serious
questions about SOCO's behavior, and that the battle over one of the world's great natural wonders continues. "In terms of
the danger to the rangers and the activists," she said, "the situation in Virunga is as delicate as it ever was."
To learn more about this topic and read the full article, please see SOCO Oil Company Paid Large Sums to Officer in
Congo, Activists Say.

The Pro Bono Project Is In The Zone
The Pro Bono Project Is In The Zone Welcomes Mrs. Gayle Benson as Honorary Chair of the 27th Justice For All
Ball on Friday, September 18, 2015.

Saints, Pelicans Training Facilities to Serve as Backdrop for Annual Fundraiser
We at Jones, Swanson, Huddell & Garrison would like invite you to join us for The Pro Bono Project's 27th Annual Justice
for All Ball. The Pro Bono Project and its Justice for All Ball are near and dear to our law firm. The Pro Bono Project
provides legal assistance to those who would normally not have access to these services, and its annual Ball is The
Project's largest fundraiser each year.
This year's Honorary Chair, Mrs. Gayle Benson, will help The Pro Bono Project score a touchdown at the Saints Indoor
Practice Facility. Ball guests will be treated to a behindthescenes look on the turf at the Saints' Indoor Practice Facility as
well as an insider's tour of the court at the Pelicans' Practice Facility.
"The JFAB raises a significant portion of the funds needed annually for The Project to help people rebuild their lives and
ensure that everyone in this community has access to the civil justice system. The Project's clients have limited resources,
and sometimes they don't realize that their problems need a legal solution," notes 2015 Ball Committee Chair, Steven
Lane. "That's where The Project makes a difference by matching private bar attorneys pro bono with clients in need.
Without The Project, so many of the civil legal issues faced by metro area residents, many caused by the slow economic
recovery and the lingering effects of both natural and manmade disasters, continue to hinder the growth of the area."
Tickets are $150 in advance/$175 at the door; young attorneys: $100 in advance/$125 at the door; and students: $75 in
advance/$100 at the door; raffle tickets are $5 each. Ticket packages and corporate sponsorships are also available. All
proceeds from sponsorships, ticket sales, the raffle, and the auction will benefit The Pro Bono Project.
To purchase advance tickets, go online to JFAB Tickets or call the JFAB Hotline at: 504.581.3480. For more information
and to purchase multiple ticket packages and sponsorships, download the Package/Sponsorship Descriptions and Pledge
Card. For more information on the Justice For All Ball or The Pro Bono Project, contact Executive Director Rachel Piercey
at rpiercey@probonono.org or 504.581.4043, x 202.
The Pro Bono Project's continuing mission to provide free, quality civil legal services to the underserved is more important
than ever. By engaging volunteer lawyers and other professionals to render pro bono services, The Pro Bono Project
serves clients in Orleans, Jefferson, St Bernard, St Tammany, Plaquemines and Washington parishes. With funding from
the Justice For All Ball and other sources, locally and nationally, The Pro Bono Project works in collaboration with other
social service providers to improve the quality of life for our clients and our community.
For more information or to purchase tickets, visit The Pro Bono Project

ABOUT THE FIRM
Jones, Swanson, Huddell & Garrison, LLC, is a boutique litigation law firm based in New Orleans, with a second office in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana. The firm primarily handles complex commercial and environmental/property disputes. In those litigation
arenas, the firm has a strong nationwide presence, continues to represent many of Louisiana's and the Southeast's largest and
most active business entrepreneurs and landholders, and retains a sharp focus on the customized representation of smaller
businesses and individuals. Jones Swanson has served as lead counsel in New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, California,
and Texas, as well as in Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, and Louisiana.
The Firm Line is a newsletter designed to inform our clients and friends about legal issues that may impact their lives and
businesses, developments at the firm, and other items of interest. Our intention is to keep the information we provide in this
newsletter concise. We welcome further discussion on the topics addressed herein, as well as ideas and suggestions as to
topics of interest that we could cover in future issues, and thoughts as to how we can deliver better, more insightful information
to our readership. Above all, we hope that The Firm Line proves interesting and noteworthy.

DISCLAIMER
Copyright 2015. All rights reserved. Jones Swanson Huddell & Garrison, LLC, produces the information in this newsletter as a service to clients
and friends of the firm. It should not be construed as legal or professional advice or as an opinion with regard to any particular factual scenario.
Legal advice or consultation should be sought before taking action on the information presented in this newsletter.
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